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HEN THE

0 i the concentrated essence of human life.
Plhere ix no more interesting place in the world
for the study of human nature.  Within its
L parrow limits are to be found humor, romance,
Ljrony and tragedy—in short, everything that

e i.:ilht‘r o pleasure or an insupportable burdon
g 4 town of only 11,000 inhabitants, but i spite
it contains enough psychological tangles for a
i It is o eonglomeration of human emotions,

s countless tragedies, its pathetic comedies
-dnil;' intrignes, while through it all runs an
drront of mystery whiech gmives added interest to

per-changing =how.
Phe town has for the haven of
fnr those who have suffered shipwreek upon the
matrimon®, Munv a ssoman who has ombarked
itz treacherons waters has heen obliged to put
p port of Tteno for the purpose of dropping her
bolent or mitlinons pilot.  Some of them have
';. in taking on avolber in his place while they
ting #t anchor in the harbor and have com-
Biheir vovages o safoety
prinnate in their seleetion of a sterring officer
ael time they lonk oo nonew one they found him
Bsiworthy than the preceding.

some time heoon

while others have hicon

IBS Reno bas come to he the refuge of broken
.p,',r!!.—- ] |-].‘z-'!' for misfit t'nuph",». ta be renn

fla tho sorface it seems o be mothing more
B large shifting population in u small town, an
L parnde of strangers, hera to-day sand gone to-
~ Bul in spite of 1t all Reno itself is peaceful
wgneernod. It has eeased to wonder st the pass-

gg. Ocecasioonlly 1t stops 1o smile grinily over
Brticular irony of life which hus come within its
L bot it soon moves ou in the quiet of its daily

e firit influx of divorce scekers came as a sur-
BReno was at o loss to acconnt for it. The di-
gws of Nevide were no loss stringent than those
By other States. Bul it was soon explained that
pthers required a vear's residence before a di
gould be granted.  In Nevadn enly six months
d. " This had not 1dea of
matvimonial misfits, but
goamed ulbaut the hills prospecting and rarely
c¥oar in one place. Those who wanted their
bonds severgd wers quick to tuke advantage
the nation

been done wath an
to make eitizens of

wWever And the human mistalkies of
fpcuring into Reno
s Mre W |
Trust, (hat staried the ball rolling.
fe bring Beoao to the atteption of the ouside
ils. Then Nat
B took the tradl seross the Continentnl Divide
ieh of u apparation from Maxine Flhott, and the
ork which hie did for himself was cqually bene-
."' Reno and expectant lovers of freadom began
!'_‘ fvery train

wife of the presideot of
She was

orey
i

ME o bospinl far matrimonial

and take nofice
in open-mouthed

@ity Reno began to i up
Iwboys and prospectors stood b
Bat the arrival of gorgeonsiv dressed ladies from
Bt Tle stolid Indisvs who idled in front of the
flows or sat bunched upon the sidewalle with
pReks aguinst the walls of the buildings grouted
fip ougly as the styhsh white squaws passed by
L paponses porgled with delight god held oud
EaEy hinnds heser bingly whenever they caught
L] gh?.‘s‘r;uu dinmond necklnee., And the mer-
Endden!y became conscious of beautiful blopds
[D:\.lan;; brunettes who came into their places
Jaesy to order an Lnglish chop for Fido or pur-
tige of champagne,

BELS and apartment houses speang up as if by
fLgie. The owners of the geoeral stores began
bl.l}'r‘l":- 1o New York and Paris to purchase a
i goods which nnd never heen dreamed of by
b socint~, The women of Heno begun Lo pull
r Waists nnd wear " anatead of dresses.
B30 hegan in uffect agonizing eniffures, such as
' geen exhibited by the heautiful ladies in
ptreot, the Fifth avenne of Reno
B town has recovered from the first shock now
IS but little attention to the comedies, the ro
band (he tragedive which are daily enacted with-
Dnfines. The inhubitunts have become acens-
0 the ehug of automobiles. Thev goe their so
_ fops invaded by the likerty brigade without
(AN eveinsh, They wateh Mrs. New York's
efforts 1o keep her idenlity & seeret almost
£ 8 smile,

‘Enwns

They have long since ceased to he
0 the unjon in holsy wedlock of & lonely wife-
o od to a lovinghushandless wife. They are no
Bfected by the sorrow of fuckless ehildren who
:.'- reparated from one of their parents beenuse
gould not understand other. Reno
o tine ut #ll hecoma bluse and sophisti-

each has

“tinneient residents " of Rono ipelude among
lllihpr the unhappy of ull elasses of society and
a s of ull nitiong,
BMrs Honry Spies Kip and Mrs. Keith Donald:
B Was ealled the **million dollur hride, and
BREF vietims of ance brilliant socisl alliances
gRETe founded on wealth and convenience
" hns sont an offering of dimpled beautiea,
_ whlm'n were married on wagers and have no
B0Ir hushonds now that the money hng been
others gre there for the purpose of ex-
Mere chorus men for milliongires. Mirtlo
8 member of this eolony for some time and
R aintiness was for o faw duys the talk of
B Dut Reno soou grew tired of that even. It
BTl deal to startle Reno now,

The upper crust has von

BINTA HARNED caused a b
BF arrivel at (he
Gordon,

BESINE sensation on
Hatel with Miss
In the evening she oame down to
8 R real Cullot Soeurs dress, gathersdeclorely
B knoes, 5o that only tiny :
(8 long, long truin,

Riverpidae

stopy could he taken,
Her hat was & Neopolitan,

Ahe outside world to know where they are

with a bunch of towering greenish uncurled ostrich
feathers. Miss Gordon wore n bluck velvet frocked
marked plainly with the eachet do Paris. The Reno
which had not quite outgrown its buckskins and som-
breros caught its bhreath, gagped for s moment and
tiien aubgided into nonechbalent indifferenec. Shortly
afterward Miss Haroed und her companion rented a
little brown house on the bavks of the Truckee River,
where they passed the remuinder of their stay in the
town.
Arundel

Smith, pretty and ‘‘devcedly Tnglish,
don 't

»know,”" went there all the way from
““India’s coral strand’ for the improvement of her
matrimenial health, The son of an English brewer re-
peoted of a too hasty allinnce with a music hall artist
and hit the trail for Reno to seek remission of his =in.
He soon met his heart’s desire in the person of an
Anglicized Ameriean matron, but it was only a few
weeks hefore she, too, had arrived in the haven of
restless onee begging balm for her broken heart. Mrs
Flste A. Harrison, a beautiful woman and talented
artist. appeared there one duy for the purpnse of rec-
tityving u foolish elopement committed at the romantie
age of sixteen. Roeno has an interpational reputation
as a henlth resort for matrimonial breakdowns.

OT all the membera of the divoree eolony are from

the **400°" or the stage. More than hulf prob

ablv are working their way, They eome from the mass

of American people and enter at onee into the husincss

life of the towu. Stepographers, dressmakers, laun-

tlresses, tfelepbone operators, wailresses, mapicurists

and hairdressers, any trade or profession vou may think

of, they are all there for the same purpoze. It is a

never ending procession. They come and go, followed
by anotber consignment to fill in the vacant places

Tt 18 not an unosuval thing for a member of the colony
to enter 2 shop and ask for her favorite sales-ludy,
aoly to Tind her gone. If she asks what has become
of ler, the answer is alwavs the same,

““Why, don't you know? She got hers last Wednes-
dav, and she deeclared conldn’t stay another
minufe. I thought vou knew that her Lime was about
up.*’

The men are a little more stealthy in their comings
and goinge than the women. They sneak into fown
overnight, buy up a business from some departing
brother, change the name on the window and start in
where ha left off. Probably vour faverite cigar store
15 owned by a candidate for diverce, wha hires similar
liberty scekers as his clerks. l.awvers who have been
prominent in the East rent offiers on a gix-monsh
lease, hang out their shingles, and represent a hundred
anxious elients before their own cases are ealled. You
just gel accustomed to yvour waiter at the hotel when
he *“gete his"" and leaves for parts unknown.

With the men employment is an imporiant factor

she

,in establishing a residence, and their frantie searches

for something tbat can be called employment furnish
great amusement for the colony. Chanffenrs and waiters
have an easy lime finding something to do, for they
aro greatly-in demand, but hundreds are obliged to
take whal they can goet. The wealthy vresident of an
Eastern hank worked as 8 chauffeur during his entire
stay. Iln was known to His emplovers as ‘George.'”
A druggist from Tllinois berame a bartender in one of
the best appointed saloons in the main street. A silver-
rnn-;_:nml minister of the gospel went to work in the
freight varde of the Soutbern Pacific Railroad. The
elerk who sells you your socks may be a millionaire
in disguise, and the delivery bov of vour faverite gro-
cery may be a doctor or an arcbitect.

AF a rule the floating citizens of Repe are very se-

cretive and questions are oot popular.  Inquis-
itive people ure snubbed ss pot fit persons to mova
in the best soriety. Many of the colonists do not want
As a proof
of this one has only to see the mghtly parade to the
Southern Pacific station. Every avening there is a
steady procession of divoree candidates on its way fo
the railroad mailbox. A railway postmark fells na
tales. and in this way the recipients of the epistles mar
be left completely in the dark as te one's whereabouts.
This enstom 18 known among the colonists as ‘‘The
Conviet's Resort,'’ and knowing smiles are exchanged
when two conspirators meet at the mail box.

Last ycar when the census man arrived in Rena
pandemonium reigned for several davse, He was about
as weloume a visitor to the seckers of fresdom a= a
red rag to a berd of gentlemen kine. They considerad
him altogether too inquisitive, and thevy cast about
them for some way in which to evade him. The only
persons who held authoritative positions in the town
with whom they were intimately ncéguainted wera the
judges who tried the divorce cases. So the fair un-
knowns ealled upon Judges Orr and Pike.

They wanted to know if the good, kind judges
couldn’t tell them some way to eseape from the awful
eensus cnumerator, but the kiod judges frankly told
them that it wias dangerous to trifle with the agents
of Unele Samuel and that the Lest course was to stand
right up and be counted. 1t had another advantage
nlsn, 3s it establishod residence of the prospective lit-
ignnt bevond the shudow of doubt, and this 14 a valu-
able asset when one goes divorcing

But in spite of the advice of the judpes, the census
man did not have easy sailing. When he swooped down
on the Colonial and Stewart apartmant houses he found
that u great many of the secupunts were away op tripe
Coachfen and maids had suddenly beecome deaf and
dumb. DButlers and groeers, mueh to ther own reeret
had never learned the Englich lavguage.
very dogs in the strests were muzzled. The ecensus
man was clearly in a8 pdedicament. Tlo was peraist
ent, however, and sometimes he eanght his proy nupping
and gaimed admittanee.

At such times he would begin with the usual ques
tions about the name, age, color and ancestral history
of the residents, Then he would move on to the di-
vorce queries, and that's where the embarrussing fen-
ture vame in. It is a- bother to have to fell in Jdetail
about ono’s previous husbands and wives, especially
when one may oot haye kept a nolebook. How could

Fven the

fumor? Romance? Tragedy? Irony? You Find Them All

LlovE GED G

at Stage and Sociefy Folk Scurrying West fo be e-v

a woman he expected to know the full name of her
gecond or third husband when she was about to shed
her tenth?

Despite the diffisulties,
succecdoed in
voreed fulks
hlanks.

howeveor, {he census man
ronnding up more than two hundred di
and put their life =lories down on the

HERE have been many new yomanees born from

the ashes of the old ones at Reno. The little

city has acted as a sort of clearing bouse for the re-

mating of the misfits. Their parties in the hames, the

dances at the roadhouses and the late parties at the

cafes have been rosponsible for awakeniong in the heart

of many a man and woman a fire which they had long

thought extinguished. In spite of former protestations

to the contrary, they find themselves willing to try
again, heping that this time at will ““take. '’

Alice Johpson of New York met also. divorced
Attorney-General Stoddard of Nevada at an evening
gathering at Reno, and oongidered bim  interesting
enough to marry, so they went to the judge who had
given ench of them their decrees and hecame
again. Mrs. Freida Thaw Pett, who had already maide
two unsuecessful attempts to get a bushand whom she
could put up with and who would stick, fell in lave
with a young mining engineer who attended =ome of
ber entertaicments, with the resnlt that she is now
Mrs. Young and livesin a miving camp far away among
the mountains, and it is said that at* last
happy. Mrs. Henry Spies Kip also chose the simple
life for her last experiment. She has married a young
mining superintendent and gone ta live among the
snowy peaks of Califorvia. Tt scems almost a repiti
tion of the tales of Bret Harte.

There s tragedy. too, in the chans of Reno's
daily life. Many tender bearts are broken in the very
operation of mending others. There are plenty of hus-
bands and wives who really love and who realize that
the differences between them and their sponses have
been brought abont by simple misnnderstandings that
could i casily eleared up if the other would only listen

she 13

fo reason, but in fhe heat of the
has fled to Reno and that inexorable mill has ground
out n degree of divoree before a =ettlement could be
made

moment he or ghe

HEN, too, the most of the beanties who seek free-

dom. are pledged to gnother before they arrive

in the Sugebrush State I'bhey amuse theimnselves with
the vouth of the town until the day comes when they
have received the little decres they have bheon waiting
for so patiently  Then they celebrate. They give a
wonderful dinner. The fair one is congratulated on
her coming marriage, which up to this time has not
been mentioned aloud (it isn't considered good form
to do so0), and jov reigns supreme., But there is one
sud hoart among them. The boy who has daneed at.
tendance upon her during the long wait does nol feel
happy. He creeps home n little more eynvienl than be
was bhefore and considerably poorer, The soeiety of
these heautiful and witty women has completely spoiled
him for the simple villyge maiden whom he formerhy
adorad. And yet he ix not for them ¢
The lure of Reuo heon folt
world, and ecach day bringg some ona who wishes o
rid himself of san impediment whieh he nequired in
Years gone hy. Special trains are organtzed from Lime
to time tn earry matrimoninl misfits to their haven of
rest. Tt is mot so uneommon to find that every oecupant
of a particular Pullman ear on the Overland Limited
is bound for the divArea mill at Reno. The town has
been well rocommended by those who have gnined
freedam within its borders. Al such have found that

“Life nt Reno's simply great;
They grant divorees whils yvou wiiit—

Bhosiicg the batdle ey of Irerdom!

has throughout the

ona

A Social Order Cartoon

Changing Matrimonial Pilots

Engle

nis Man Not Afraid of the Kaiser;
He Proved Ii.

TORIES of the BEmperor’s amusing doings at the
regatta at Kiel and afterword are creeping ool
While his yaeht Meoteor wis orossing a bar of the
River Trave on tho way iato the lower Lubeck harbor
at Travemunde, an aged pllot eame aboard ta take
charge. To his annoyanes he saw a person be did not
recagnize at the yacht's tiller. The vetersn walked
up the deéck and exclainmed:

‘*Young man, it is against the rules for amateurs
to take hig yachix over this bar."’ .

Ths Emperor made no motion te leave the tiller,
go the pilot ordered

““Hand over that tiller.™’

Still the Emperar did not budge

Look here! ' ghonted the sea dog, *“ure you pilot-
ing this yacht or am 11"

Then the Emperor horst out langhing, left the
wheel, hurried down to the pilot with the imjpierial
eard, on which le had seribbled the words: *'Quite
right; vou are pilot. Willlam Rex. '’

Did Best He Oould.

N the ahsence of the regularly appointed spokesman,
Mr. Mnkinbrakes bad rejuetautly consented to
make 8 presentation speech
““Miss Higham,'' he gaid, “ nnfortunataly it is my
er—fortunnte ot to  f1ll  the emburrassing—the
pleasant duty of—of—Iinflicting a foew romarks cpon
this oceasion—which 12 highly apprecistod, [ nssure
you, and by gons more so than myself. for the season

that—in short, v anv, it falla to my lot to ron-
Vey, so lo speak, » pssurances of—thar 12, with fho
assurances of those to whom—to whomn [ have oecasiore
to reler to—are or Jeas
with the best wishe®, f 1 may so express myself, of
those who have elubbed together—who have sssocinted
themaelyes—not that vou need anything of the Kking,
of course, but as a token of—a= n token of —of—with
whiclh few remarks, Mi== Higham, it ¥ myv—my
pleasant surprise to haud you this gold wateh and chain,
1—1 thank von.'’

Suspicions Weil Founded.

I.\' a country poliee eoprt recently 4 mian was charged

with skooting « number of pigeons, the property of a
farmer, In giving his evidenes the farmer was so care
ftl that he nervons, sud the solicitor
for the defense endenvored to frighten bhun

HNow, " he remarked, CCare you prepared to swear
on onth that thi= man shot your pigeons?'’

1 didn 't &ay he did shoot them, " was the care-
fully worded reply, ‘I said 1 suspected bim o' doing
it.’

even spemed

““Ab, now we 'te fomicg to it. What made you sus-
peet thar mant?'' .

SWall, firstly."T canght him on my land wi' a
gun.  Secondy, | heord u gun go off, and saw some
igeons it his pocket—and T don’t hardly thick them
fmda flew there aod committed suicide.'’
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